American Legion Post 156 Monthly Meeting Minutes for Thursday,
September 17, 2026

Opening Ceremony
*Render Honors to the US Stars and Stripes
*Invocation (Chaplain)
*POW/MIA Recognition
*Pledge of Allegiance

Recitation of the Preamble of the Constitution of the American Legion
Commander Convenes Meeting: 1900
Determination of Quorum: YES

Review/Approval of Minutes: August minutes not yet posted. Review 2 sets
of minutes at next meeting.

The Commander recognizes any guests or visiting dignitaries: North Central
Region, District 4 Commander Tim Causion

Any Legionnaires attending for the first time will be asked to stand and
introduce themselves (and briefly describe their Military and Civilian professions
in their introduction). 3 new attendees:
« Berney Flowers, USAF Veteran, new member
« Alex Chong, USA Veteran, joined at meeting
« John Mathis, USA Veteran, application submitted, pending proof of
service and dues payment.

Officer’s Reports

Commander:
Welcome and Review of Activities since last meeting:

« Thanks to all who attended 9/11 Ceremonies around the region to
include Howard County ceremony at Centennial Park and the
Columbia Crossing Mission BBQ recognition of First Responders
Ceremony.

« Reminder that there is an email scam where members receive
requests from the Legion Post 156 Commander asking for money
or gift cards. Plain language text of sender may read Greg
Jolissaint or Commander AL Post 156, but they are a SCAM! Do
not respond and report to your email provider.



Reviewed Upcoming Events listed below:
o USAF Birthday — Friday September 18t
o Lone Eagle Flights — BWI Hilton — staggered arrivals all day Friday
September 18"
o POW-MIA Recognition Day — Friday September 18; 1630hrs ceremony here
at VFW Post 7472 followed by...
Honor Flight from Northern Nevada Reception — Friday September 18t", 1730-
1900 hrs, VFW Post 7472
o Past Commander Ed Hall’s 75" Birthday Celebration at VFW 223 in
Sykesville on Saturday, September 19t". Everyone invited. Must RSVP so
please see Greg J after the meeting to do so.
o Battle for Baltimore — Towson University vs. Morgan State Football Game.
Saturday September 19t at 6pm, Unitas Stadium, 7537 Auburn Drive, Towson,
MD. Towson is hosting a “Hometown Heroes” game, and they will be
recognizing military and first responders. They have discounted group tickets
available via the following link:
o Connecticut Honor Flight — Saturday September 26! at the Elkridge
Firehouse, 5700 Rowanberry Drive. Arrive at 6:15pm. Sponsored by Regional
Mission BBQ (Maryrose)
o Voices of Vets 10year Anniversary Fundraiser, Monday September 28",
5pm — 10pm, Cured 18" and 21st, Grantchester Way, Columbia; register via the
following link: You can also provide a simple donation if you can’t attend
the event.
o Miriam Jones Celebration of Life, Vaughn Greene Funeral Home on
Liberty Road. Viewing and Wake on Friday October 2"9. Funeral on
Saturday October 3.
o Friday October 9t — Post 156 Veterans Luncheon, Columbia Crossing
Mission BBQ
o US Navy Birthday -- Tuesday October 13t
o Post 156 EXCOM Meeting, Tuesday October 13t
o Post 156 Membership Meeting, Thursday October 15"
o Quarterly VSO Flag Retirement Ceremony — Saturday October 17t, VFW
Post 7472; flag prep 0900hrs; Ceremony 1030hrs
o Dedication of Desert Storm Memorial — Saturday October 24, Washington,
DC
o District 4 Meeting hosted by AL Post 156 at VFW Post 7472 — 4225 VFW
Lane, Sunday October 25" ; Lunch at Noon; Meeting 1pm — 3pm
o Veterans Day Parade and post-parade Lakefront Ceremony — Sunday
November 8, 2026; Step off at 9:30am

AL Post 156 is registered to walk/ride in the parade

Grand Marshal gives talk at Lakefront Ceremony



« Grand Marshal selected this year is Andy Wolkstein, USAF and Air
National Guard (ret) and Immediate Past Commander of AL Post
156
- Everyone is encouraged to stay for the ceremony following the
parade to honor and support Andy
o Veterans Resource Fair - Monday, November 9, 2026 - College Park Marriot
Hotel 9:30 am - 2:00 pm (Disabled Veterans National Foundation)
o USMC Birthday and Veterans Day Gala -- Tuesday November 10
o0 Veterans Day (observed in US) -- Wednesday November 11
o Friday November 13 — Post 156 Veterans Luncheon, Columbia Crossing
Mission BBQ
o Post 156 EXCOM Tuesday November 17t
o Post 156 Membership Meeting Thursday November 19t
o Thanksgiving Day — Thursday November 261"
o American Legion Post 156 Christmas/Hannukah/Kwanza Holiday Party —
Thursday December 17, VFW Post 156 (Voices of Vets)
o Wreathes Across America (Baltimore National Cemetery; others)

Finance Officer's Report:
» $500 check sent to support the Veterans Day Parade
« North Central Region and District 4 annual dues paid
« Check will be issued for VFW quarterly rental fee
o The report was filed for audit with no questions or corrections

1st Vice Commander: Not present. Following reported by Commander:
Membership

e Status of renewals -- >60% of our members have renewed for 2027

¢ New members? We have one nhew member for certain (Win Adkins);
we also have ~30 people on the Post 297 list who will be contacted

e John Spain will have call lists for volunteers to perform Buddy
Checks in October

e Reminder: Maryland Department Commander and Buddy Check
Thursday

Volunteer Hours Reporting — July and August Update

o Still primarily EXCOM members entering their volunteer hours

¢ Need everyone to enter their hours — Marlin has made it easy

e Link is on website

e Veterans Day Parade, Sunday, 8 November is coordinated for 0930
step-off. 0830 is arrival of participants. Porta Potties on site and
places to sit if needed.



2nd Vice Commander: Not present. Following reported by Commander.
« Next flag retirement ceremony on Saturday, October 17t".
- Flag Prep at 0900. Ceremony at 1030.

3rd Vice Commander:

« Oratorical competition set for 16 January 2027 at AL Post 109 from
1000 to 1600 depending on number of contestants. Inclement
weather date set for 6 February at AL 300 location of Cornerstone
Church.

- Reviewed Oratorical contest rules, process and benefits.

- Post 156 sponsored Justin Daub last year who was 15t Runner-Up
in Maryland Department. He will be back this year to go again.

- Letters have been sent to all thirteen Howard County high
schools.

- Len requests volunteers to help with conducting the District 4
Oratorical Contest. About 20 volunteers needed overall. If
interested contact Len Leffner.

- Commander Causion stated that both he and District 3
Commander have agreed to help with staffing the event.

Adjutant: Not present. Following reported by Commander.
e This year’s Boys and Girls State graduates will attend
October meeting to share their experiences.
e Post 156 sponsored Boys State attendee, Abraham Padder,
was elected as Maryland Boys State Governor. Post 156
received a Maryland AL Department Plaque for sponsoring
him.

Judge Advocate:
« VSO USMC Birthday and Veterans Day Gala place and time TBD.
Notice will be sent to membership when details are known.
« Blood drive will be held again Saturday, 17 October. Notice with
details forthcoming.

Chaplain: Not present. Following reported by Commander.
e Prayer list includes: Marv Stocker, Marv Best, Norbert
Myslinski. Marv Stocker and Norbert are recovering at home.
Marv Best is recovering at family member’s home in Frederick.

Resource Officer:
e DAV - October 3 Benefits Seminar, Post 276 Severn
e Use a VA certified Service Officer for any claims submissions.



. Uniformed Services University (USU) needs volunteers to test
two ways of engaging in “Walk and Talk Therapy” for PTSD
- Contact the research team directly: 301-461-1067
- Or, contact Andy Wolkstein for details

Historian:

e Provided a printout of Maryland AL Department Officers

e Provided a printout of AL 156 Officers, Programs and Charities

e You can access the Post yearbook either through the thumb
drive provided by Randy, or go to our website to see the link.

o Be sure to check out Post fb page of activities and events

e Desert Storm Memorial Dedication in DC, 24 October. AL156
Member, Carol Bohn, deployed onboard USNS Mercy during the
Gulf War.

e KUDOs to Randy Bohn for a job well-done. The Commander
presented Randy, AL 156 Historian, two plaques from the
Maryland Department Convention:

- Best Yearbook in Post size 151-300 members
- Best Overall Yearbook regardless of Post size.

Communications Officer/PAQO:
e Next advertising push will be for October Flag Retirement
Ceremony, 17 October at VFW.
¢ If you want something shared, send to Greg J for Commander
announcement emails.

Standing Committee Reports
o Honor Flights Report

- Lone Eagle flights 18 September arriving between 1000-1800. Go
to Hilton Hotel all day to greet these Veterans. No registration or
prior notice required. Parking is free and plentiful at the hotel.
- HF Connecticut arriving 26 September, Elkridge Firehouse dinner
by MBBQ
- About 40 HFs between now through November.

Liaison Reports:
« VFW 7472:
- POW/MIA Ceremony 18 Sept, 1630, VFW
- HF Nevada North hosted at VFW 18 Sept, 1730
- 23 September, Senior Center Luncheon at 1200, VFW
- 25 September, Hold ‘em fundraiser



- 4 October, Blue Star Family Welcome Week event, Gary J. Arthur
Community Center, 1200 - 1600. VSO’s welcome. Also, 120
biometric gunlocks to be distributed during the day.

- 16 October, Comedy Night. Show starts at 1900. Tickets required

- 23 October, Tour of Italy. Tickets required.

« MCL 1084:
- Mark Brickman is now a member of MCL Detachment 1084
- Scholarship funds are being restructured to proactively find
Veterans needing educational financial assistance.

e« HoCo V&MF Commission & Joint Military Council:

e Other Special Committees:

Unfinished Business: None.
New Business: None

For the Good of the American Legion:

« District 4 Commander Tim Causion praised the Post for all that we
are accomplishing and continuing do within the community.
Membership is going well and Post inspection is due 1 November.

e Carol Bohn mentioned how much the Howard County Veterans and
Military Families Monument means to the community and
congratulated AL Post 156 member, Wanda Riddle for her decade
of service in bringing the Monument to fruition. Commander J
reminded the Post that the Veteran input provided during the
listening sessions made a difference in the final details and design
of the Monument itself. Members were encouraged to take a selfie
with the Monument and send to Wanda to share on the Howard
County Veterans Foundation website or fb page.

Closing Ceremony
Meeting Adjournment: 1957
Minutes Recorded by AL 156 Member, Wanda Riddle



