
   
American Legion Post 156  
Meeting Minutes 
Thursday, June 18, 2026  
Convened:  1900  

1. Opening Ceremony 
2. The Commander recognizes any visiting dignitaries  
3. Request Suspension of meeting for a few words from the Howard County 

Veterans Foundation - Robert Gillette and Wanda Riddle. Meeting suspended. 
1. The Howard County Veterans Foundation Chair, Robert Gillette and 

Vice Chair, Wanda Riddle (also a Post 156 member) expressed their 
appreciation for the support provided by AL Post 156 in the creation 
and dedication of The Howard County Veterans and Military Families 
Monument in downtown Columbia.  They presented the Post with a 
signed artist book by Larry Kirkland and a numbered and signed 
watercolor print by Rob Wood of the Monument. 

2. Meeting resumed after presentation. 
4. Any Legionnaires here for the first time please stand and introduce yourself to 

include Military and Civilian professions.  
1. John Beakes 
2. Liesele Wood 
3. Sara Marlow 
4. Steve Marlow 

5. Adjutant: Do we have six members of Post 156. Yes. 

Minutes: May minutes approved. 
   
Finance Officer's Report: Absent. Summary of report provided by Commander 
from Finance Officer:   

• Poppy Results - $4,593.97 
• Third Quarter rent check has been sent to VFW 
• Boys and Girls State checks paid 
• Legionsite Website Subscription paid  

   
Officer’s Reports:  
   
Commander:  

• Welcome and Initiation of any new member:   
o John Beakes – USNA graduate 1966, Nuc submariner, noted author 

of five books regarding Revolutionary War combat leaders. 
o Father Tom Foley – USAF Chaplain at Ft Meade, active duty 



o Liesele Wood – USA veteran, Medic, Iraq deployment; Currently 
serves as Commissioner with HoCo Veterans and Military Families 
Commission. 

o Sara Marlow – USA veteran; Currently Director, Baltimore National 
Cemetery Complex, U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs. 

o Steve Marlow – USA veteran, Linguist, voice interceptor; Currently 
Instructor at Vets in Tech nonprofit.  

• Events:  
o Region District Caucus - (CORRECTION) June 28, 2026 Post 17 

Edgewood, 415 Edgewood Road - 1:00 pm 
o Fourth of July - Parade - Ceremony starts at 8:15 am – River Hill 

Community 
o Department of Maryland Convention in Ocean City July 14 - 16 - 

Convention Center 
§ Attendees to include:  Greg Jolissaint, Randy and Carol Bohn, 

Andy Wolkstein, Paul Turlington. 
o Flag Retirement Ceremony - July 18, 2026 at 9:00 am with Ceremony at 

10:30 am – at the VFW Hall 
o Howard County Fair - Armed Forces Day - August 8, 2026 – Table for 

Volunteers to man. 
o Veterans Day Parade - November 8, 2026 
o Veterans Resource Fair - Monday, November 9, 2026 - College Park 

Marriot Hotel 9:30 am - 2:00 pm (Disabled Veterans National Foundation) 
o Fleet Week 27 / 28 June – Department of Maryland AL table 

1st Vice Commander:  

• Membership – Post was 4th place in size category within District at 101% 
• Buddy check report summarized. 
• District 4 Commander, Tim Causion newsletter featured Post write-up on 

HOCO 250 celebration.  Paul to email that to group. 
• Liesele Wood proposed to be liaison for Commission. 

2nd Vice Commander: Absent. 

• Flag Retirement Ceremony – 18 July 2026 upcoming at VFW. 

3rd Vice Commander:  

• Supplies and Equipment Inventory. Complete.  
• Poppy donations via PayPal worked very well. 
• Attended Bob Lowell’s funeral at Arlington. 
• Norbert Myslinski – recovering from illness. 



Adjutant (Including letters received and date of next meeting) Absent.  Minutes 
recorded by member Wanda Riddle. 

• Veterans Day Parade - Submission of Application for Grand Marshal. 
o Theme is “Citizen Soldiers – The Cornerstone of Our Republic”.  Ties 

to 250th birthday.  Submit eligible nominees through Howard County 
Veterans Foundation website under Parade 
https://www.howardcountyveterans.org/parade/  Nominations open 1 
July 2026 and close 2 September 2026.   

Judge Advocate: Nothing to report. 
  
Chaplain:  

•  If you know of anyone who is sick or injured, please contact the Chaplain. 

Resource Officer:  

• Veterans Resource Fair 
o Disabled Veterans National Foundation Annual Veterans Resource 

Fair – Silver Spring, 9 November 2026 – specific time and location 
coming soon.   

• Mental Health - Easter Seals - The Steven A. Cohen Military Family Clinic - Silver 
Springs 

• Finally Resting in Peace - DD-214 and preparations. US VA guide to 
completing VA’s pre-need burial eligibility application process.  Ask 
Resource Officer for more information.  

Public Affairs Officer:  

• St John’s Episcopal Church, Memorial Day Ceremony 
• Flag Day ceremony on 13 June – Ed Hall guest speaker 
• Bob Berlett’s viewing and combined American Legion and VFW 

ceremonies honoring him as requested by family.   
• River Hill 4th of July parade – all encouraged to attend – walk or ride.  Bring 

lots of candy to throw to kids! 

Historian:  

• Interactive Session, June 10, 2026 with Marlin Benton  
• Review of archives following the Flag Retirement July 18, 2026 
• Historian Post Yearbook available for members on USB. 
• Hand out of current Post 156 officers and Maryland Department Officers 

available. 

https://www.howardcountyveterans.org/parade/


Standing Committee Reports   
   
Honor Flights Report 

- Summer break for HF now but will resume in late August. 
- Attendance is encouraged. 
- Lone Eagle Flight members celebrated at BWI Hilton on return from 

tour of DC memorials.  This is the first time a Lone Eagle flight 
veteran has been “Welcomed Home”. 

- Capital Region HF Tour in October is full for now with one bus of 25 
guests and 25 escorts.   

- Next trip is scheduled for April 2027  
§ Get your application submitted. Paper applications are 

available on back table.  Electronic applications can be 
obtained at www.capitalregion@honorflight.org/     

§ Veterans are required to have a guardian for their trip. If you 
are a Veteran, consider inviting your child, grandchild, or 
friend to accompany you during this experience. Guardians 
must be 18 years of age or older, physically capable of 
pushing wheelchairs long distances and walking/standing for 
long periods of time. 
 

   
Liaison Reports:   

• VFW 7472:  
o Bob Berlett funeral coordinate with Post 156 for honors. Well done. 
o Al Bucci Celebration of Life went well. 
o Received State grant award for fixes needed at VFW Hall. 
o Sign up for Poker Tournament  
o Taste of Italy in October. 

• MCL 1084:  
o Memorial Day ceremony at Harriett Tubman Cultural Center was held 

in conjunction with Veterans and Military Families Commission. 
• HoCo V:&MF Commission & Joint Military Council 

o New officers:  Chair, Paul Rivers and Vice Chair, Lorenzo Foxworth – 
both Post 156 members. 

• Other Special Committees: 

Unfinished Business  
   
New Business  
   
For the Good of the American Legion  

- New members get photo taken by Flag prior to departure 

http://www.capitalregion@honorflight.org/


- Andy Wolkstein passes Commander hat pin to Greg Jolissaint as 
new Commander. 

- Battle of Brooklyn, NY 250th bus trip to Battle site available.  RSVP by 
1 July.  See Paul Turlington. 

   
Closing Ceremony  
   
Adjourned: 2018 
 


